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the meantime, the Goddess had left her place in a huff. Brighu
Maharishi pleaded with the God and wanted to atone for his
sin. He prayed that God should bless him so that Sridevi should
be born as his daughter and that in course of time when She
became of age, Perumal himself should come down to earth and
that Brighu Maharishi should have the privilege of conducting
the wedding and becoming the father-in- law of Perumal him-
self. God conceded this wish.
In course of time, Brighu Maharishi was re- born on the
earth as Nandakar. He is said to have gone to Kudalur and stayed
there for a long time praying to Achyuta. On a Panguni Uthiram
day in the Chakra theertham in a huge lotus flower which had
the same emerald colour as the Perumal, a small female child
was seen seated. The rishi who saw this strange sight picked
up the girl. He then heard an asareeri voice telling him that
the child was none other than Goddess Lakshmi and that it was
the reward for his sincere prayers that the Goddess had come
to live^with him as his daughter. Nandaka rishi took the child
to his asram. He brought her up with love and affection. In
course of time, she came of age. One day, Perumal also came to
the earth. He went and approached Nandaka rishi to give his
daughter in marriage. The divine wedding was celebrated in
the month of Panguni on uthiram day. As proof of this fact that
Thayar was brought up as the daughter of Nandaka rishi, even
today while offering worship to the Goddess here, the words
"Nandaka muni puaya rasi" and the word "Sri Nand&katmaja"
are used. The wedding festival is celebrated even today for ten
days with the final festival concluding on Panguni uthiram day.
In the month of vaikasi, a car festival is celebrated. It is
said that for the first time, this car festival was performed by
Nandaka rishi. This car festival is said to be the most important
of all the festivals celebrated in this temple. The ratham itself
is known as Ambarisha ratham.
However it is believed that the temple in its present location
is a recent phenomenon. Once upon a time, the temple built by
Nandaka rishi was to the north of the present Aduthurai Perumal
temple. It was located almost in the middle of Kollidam river.